The Congress of Vienna

Negotiation Dossier

After 25 years of revolution and warfare, the major powers of Europe convened in Vienna in 1814 & 1815 to put the continent back together. Broadly speaking, each country wanted to rebuild Europe and ensure that similar revolutions and wars could never happen again.  They all generally favoured a balance of power system.  This, however, is where the agreement ended.  Each of the countries at the conference had to balance what they thought was good for their country with what they thought was good for the world as a whole.  They had to balance national self-interest with international cooperation.  The result would have to be a compromise peace.

You and your partners have been tasked by your Foreign Office to compile a Negotiation Dossier.  This dossier will outline your country’s initial position at the Congress.  It will contain:

· Profile of you country in 1814

· Brief Biography of the chief negotiators for EACH country

· Negotiation goals with rationale

· A coloured map of Europe with your desired borders

Things you will want to keep in mind include:

· Who will lead the countries that Napoleon had controlled?

· With what other countries might you want to ally yourself?

· How will you repair the damage done by the Continental System?

· What to do with France?
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